
 

 
 

 

 
 

MID-MO PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

 
January 25, 2016 meeting 

 

The January meeting of the Mid-Missouri Photography Club was cancelled due to 

a heating problem at the Cole Camp Library.  After being contacted by Library 

personnel, stating the temperature in our meeting room was only 50 degrees, the 

general consensus was that we just wait to meet on February 22nd, as scheduled, 

and to bring our January assignments to the February meeting. 

Just as a reminder, following is a list of the photo assignments that were chosen 

for 2016. 

 

Jan 25, 
2016 

Mirrored Reflections 
 

 July 25 Graffiti 

Feb 22 Lonely Chair  Aug 22 Nature’s Design/Patterns in nature 
Critique 

Mar 28 Still Life Setup 
Open Category 

 Sept 26 Music, Music, Music 

Apr 25 Window Light 
Critique 

 Oct 24 Old Buildings 
Open Category 

May 23 Signs of Spring 
 

 Nov 28 Leaves 

June 27 Clouds 
Open Category 

 Dec 19 Christmas Party 
No assignment 

   Jan 23 
2017 

Snow Scene 
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BIrthdays and anniversaries 

Several club members are celebrating birthdays during the month of 
February:  Walt Moser on the 20th,  Jeana Eckhoff on the 21st,  Chris Shull 
on the 23rd,  and Barb Clifford on the 25th.  Happy Birthday to all.   

                                    

REMINDERS 

Our next meeting is on MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND       

The February assignment is “Lonely Chair.” 

The January assignment was “Mirrored Reflections,” and since our January 
meeting was cancelled, these photographs will also be judged at the February 
meeting. 

 

programs 

The images for the Route 66 and/or Rivers and Streams will be shown at our 
February meeting. 

Kathryn Marshall will present a slide show, recapping our activities in 2015.  It is 

certain to be a fun look back. 
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We are all starting to think about our assignments for the year 2016 and of course 
we might be considering entering some of those prints in the Cole Camp Fair and 
possibly the Missouri State Fair, Prairie Days, and other photo contests.  I found 
several articles on line that basically define the main elements of a winning 
photograph.  I thought the following compilation of these articles might be 
helpful for all of us. 

 

REDEFINING THE ELEMENTS OF A MERIT IMAGE 

To place in photo competitions generally, an image has to be seen as art.  When 
is photography art?  The most uniformly accepted criterion over the past 
century and a half defines art in photography as an image that evokes emotion, 
be it beauty, admiration, pathos, humor, intrigue, pity—any one of innumerable 
human feelings. 

A great photograph and sure winner evokes awe, a sense of wonder and 
admiration that returns with anticipation when the picture is viewed again. 

 

IMPACT – This is the sense one gets upon viewing an image for the first time.  It 
should evoke laughter, sadness, anger, pride, wonder or another intense emotion.  

In other words, the WOW factor, the reason we love it.  It draws a person in and 
captivates their attention. 

TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE  – refers to the print quality of the image itself.  

Retouching, manipulation, sharpness, proper exposure, lighting, Photoshop skills, 

printing, mounting, adequate contrast, correct color and sensible composition are 

some items that speak to qualities of the image.  To be considered art, a photograph 

has to be virtually free of technical flaws that would distract from the essence of 

the image.  Most judges begin a critique of an entry by noting any significant 

technical flaws, assessing the photograph at least partly according to the care and 

expertise that appear to have gone into creating the image. 

CREATIVITY – The original, fresh expression of the imagination of the 
photographer, using the medium of photography to convey an idea, message or 
thought.  It’s looking at an ordinary subject and finding an extraordinary way to 
portray it.  Judges tend to prefer subjects and composition they have not seen 
before, rather than common subjects. 
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STYLE –  This is an identifying feature of your work that says it was created by 

you and you alone. 

COMPOSITION – is important to the design of the image, bringing all of the 

visual elements together to express the purpose of the image.  Proper composition 

holds the viewer in the image and prompts the viewer to look where the 

photographer intends.  A photograph composed to the “Rule of Thirds,” such as a 

waterside image composed as if set on a grid of thirds tends to appeal to the 

aesthetic sense of balance and order.  This is not an ironclad rule but the 

photographer would benefit over time by keeping it in mind as an option. 

PRESENTATION – This affects an image by giving it a finished look.  The mats 

and borders used should support and enhance the image, not distract from it.  

Consider the impact of the presentation.  Prints should not be streaked or 

blemished and should be bonded correctly to the mount, with carefully measured 

borders.  Mounts and mats should be clean and neatly cut; they should be flat, and 

not show excess mounting tissue or adhesive around the edges. 

COLOR HARMONY – An image in which the tones work together, supporting 

the image, can enhance its emotional appeal.  Either rich in color saturation or 

delicately shaded, both approaches accentuate mood.   Are your colors and 

corrections appealing to the eye?  Do they look like they belong together?  It 

doesn’t mean you have to go monochromatic but don’t go crazy with tones and 

shades that distract from the image.  In black-and-white imagery, high contrast 

with strong blacks and whites without sacrificing detail creates compelling tension. 

CENTER OF INTEREST – The point or points on the image where the maker 

wants the viewer to stop as they view the image.  There can be primary and 

secondary centers of interest.  They draw your interest into the photograph and 

allow the eyes to pause in certain preconceived areas.  A not infrequent critique is 

that an image is “too busy.” 

LIGHTING – The use and control of light refers to how dimension, shape and 

roundness are defined in an image. 

SUBJECT MATTER – The subject matter of a photograph should always be 

appropriate to the story being told.  Wedding photographs are a good example of 

this. 

TECHNIQUE – the approach used to create the image.  Printing, lighting, camera 

angle, lens choice, posing, presentation are part of the technique applied to the 

image. 
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STORY TELLING – refers to the image’s ability to evoke imagination.  One 

beautiful thing about art is that each viewer might collect his own message or read 

his/her own story in an image. 

 

One of the good things about entering a contest is that it gets your picture out 
of the hard drive and in front of someone.  Getting pictures in front of other 
people is a good thing because no matter how good your pictures are, a picture 
that doesn’t get seen is essentially mute.   

 

The above information is from the following sources: 

Redefining the 12 Images of  Merit Image; PPA Today; http://www.ppa-today-
blog/competitions/redefining-the-12-elements-of.php 

How Judges Critique Photo Competitions: Artistic Criteria and Technical Standards; Shutter 

Release, December 2011 

National Geographic’s Jim Richardson: How I Judge Photo Contests, Black Star Rising; 

http://rising.blackstar.com/national-geographics-jim-richardson-how-i-judge-photo-contest...  

National Photo Contest Judging Guidelines; http//www-nmra.org/national-photo-contest-

judging-guidelines 

 

 

Hoping to see you all at our next meeting. 

When and Where to Find Us 
Date:  4th Monday of every month (except Dec) 
Time:  7:30 p.m. 
Place:  Cole Camp Branch of Boonslick Regional Library 
Website:  midmophoto.com 
 

 

Secretary, Barb Clifford 

February 17, 2016                                                                 


